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What do you mean it’s time for an- 
other club magazine, it seems like it was 
just last month the June issue was sent out. 
It must be the hectic collection of shows 
and events that fill the last few months of 
British Summer time that make the time fly 
by. But on the flip side, with all these ac- 
tivities, we are not short of things to do 
and write about. This issue is crammed 
with reports from some of the earlier 
shows, and a few news items from the 
later. We'll save the most recent shows for 
the next magazine. 

I'd like to change the publishing dates 
for next year and go for something alittle 
more relaxed, like a Spring, Summer and 
Winter edition, although l'Il probably still 
be late, with Summers issue coming out in 
Autumn. 

| hope you all enjoy the last issue for 
2003 and both Hilary and Myself wish you 
a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year. 


2A KODAK WEA 


Many thanks to everyone who has pre- 
empted the subscription renewal and sent 
in payments for next year. For those that 
haven't I've included a membership form 
with this issue. There’s no need to fill out 
all the details, unless any have changed 
during the last year. 

We've also still got a few windscreen 
stickers with the clubs Internet address on 
æ= them, if you'd like 
onel’ll have them 
with me at coming 
events. First come, 
first served! 


lan clarifies with an expert the noisea 
Range Rover half shaft makes when it 
breaks. Tom’s qualifications for expert 
nomination stem not just from his day job 
of a Land Rover spanner man, but also 
from a similar experience a year earlier 
when he fell foul to one of Baskerville Hall’s 
other traps 


October 2003 


H EVOA 

Many thanks go to everyone who has 
contributed to this issue of the club maga- 
zine. Special thanks go to the following 
contributors, for articles, news and infor- 
mation. 


Dave Maunder 
Australian 
correspondant. 


Jim Aitken from 
Communications 
Eleven for details on 
CB fitment in a 
Dakar, and an ex- 
clusive club deal. 


We very much welcome any feedback 
you may have. Be that criticism, informa- 
tion, news, articles, corrections or wanted/ 
for sale items, we’d very much like to hear 
from you at: - 


Dakar 4x4 Owners Club 

1 Johnson Close 

North Luffenham 

Oakham 

Rutland 

LE15 8LL 

Telephone 01780 721529 
dakar4x4@yahoo.com 
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Incredible, in just the last issue we 
launched an initiative to raise money and 
accept donations towards a club marquee. 
And here we are, less than four months 
later, reporting we have not just got the 
Marquee, but were able to get alarger 8M 
by 4M one! Many thanks to everyone who 
contributed. 


kan mm ed 


Double garage? 

As you can see from the pictures 
we've already used it, with it’s first outing 
being at the Abingdon 4x4 Festival. We can 
easily fit two Dakar’s inside it and still leave 
room for access around them. Both the 
front and back sections have plastic win- 
dows that can be zipped open and the 
gable ends have large garage door sized 
openings for vehicle access. 

Once we've got some club logos ap- 
plied, it should really stand out and bea 
credit to our club. If you’ve got any ideas 


Plenty of head room. 
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for displays to go either inside or outside 
on our clubs patch, get in touch. 


TERATE 
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The only way to travel! 


Rob & Dalila from Holland sent us 
details of their new ‘off road’ caravan. It's 
called an ‘Xplorer - African bush off road 
Caravan’ and as you can see, sits nicely 
behind the Dakar. The caravans ground 
clearance is comparable to that of the 
Dakar and when you run out of clearance, 
it’s substantial under body protection 
keeps things damage free. Heavy- duty 
chassis and axles are used and rated at 
1800kg with an option to have matching 
wheel rims with the towing vehicle. A spare 
wheel and two Fuel Jerry cans are carried 
on the rear as standard. 

Internally the caravan has two adult 
sized single beds, which can be made into 
a double bed if required, and two chil- 
dren’s single beds. The kitchen cooking 
facilities slide out from a side panel into an 
awning on the left hand side, with a similar 
arrangement as a bathroom tent on the 
right. A vacuum bonded elevating roof 
section provides additional headroom and 
all windows are fitted with fly screens. 

For more information and prices on 
the Xplorer, visit the Jurgens Ci webpage to 
find a dealer near you: - 


http:// www.caravanparks.com/ jurgensci/ 
offroad/ Xplorer.htm 
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Custom metal half doors have been 


With a flash of the eye lashes! 
It’s always nice to see a new Dakar on the 
road, especially when in this case it is so 
uniquely finished. The vehicle you see here 
belongs to Neil & Karen Williams who made 
a surprise appearance at the Castle 
Donnington Kit & Performance show in 
September. 

One of their Dakar’s most distinguish- 
ing features is its lights, forward lighting 
utilises Motorbike headlight units fitted 
under both wheel arches, with oval indica- 
tor units inset into the bodywork. Twin 
spots are mounted on a custom Nudge bar 
that incorporates steering protection bars 
underneath. 


Ke a a UE maa PP ae 
Unique spare mounted number plate 

The rear lighting units had us guess- 
ing for awhile, until Neil put us out of our 
torment, they are sourced from a Jaguar 
XJS and chosen as they match the contour 
of the Dakar’s bodywork. 
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designed out of Aluminium five bar tread 
plate and a clever push button door lock/ 
latch system is incorporated into them. 
Neil’s next project is to make some remov- 
able door tops for them that will fit with a 
standard Dakar roof. 


Missing a headlight, but sporting a 
London to Brighton 2003 plaque! 


Another new Dakar was found 
last month and again it featured many 
unique customisations, the most noticeable 
one being its wheelbase of just 9 inches! 

This battery powered remote control 
Dakar features permanent four- wheel drive 
through BFG Mud terrain tyres, and similar 
to the Digital Dakar elsewhere in this issue, 
Independent suspension. The attention to 
details is superb and even goes as far as 
the bolt heads for the bonnet hinges! 

According to Mike Blay, the vehicles’ 
builder, it was constructed entirely from 
the pictures that accompanied a magazine 
article about RLE 60R (Land Rover Owner 
international, October 1997). Mike has built 
many Land Rover models but took on the 
challenge of creating a Dakar after being 
asked if it was possible by Liz Nicholls at 
the Weston Park, National 4x4 show back 
in September 2000. Unfortunately this 
particular model is not for sale, although 
Mike did hint that he could build them to 
order, but be warned, these unique hand 
built creations do not come cheap! 
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Congratulations go to the winning 
team of Robin, Julie, Charlie and Cuddles 
(the dog). They achieved a first place win in 
the Modified vehicle class at the Land Rover 
Owner international show, held at the East 
of England Showground in Peterborough. 

The first prize included both a rather 
elegant trophy and a cash prize of £150, 
which Robin & Julie generously donated to 
our clubs Marquee fund, for which we are 
very grateful. If you have Satellite television TAR me 
you may also catch the trophy presenta- ai 7 bag” NN Ha PAN AG RLU Tai 
tions and event highlights on the Men & A, ` i 
Motors channel as part of the Land Rover | 
shows coverage. 


Wins sj 
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Prized possession. 


Following on from the success of a 
Dakar winning at the LRO show, I'm very 
pleased to announce that we won the best 
hybrid vehicle category at the 2003 London 
to Brighton Land Rover run in September. 
The trophy supplied by Muddog 4x4 was a 
fantastic brass cast of a piston head and 
was areal honour to receive. Despite a 
stressful couple of hours getting to Crystal 
Palace for the start, we thoroughly enjoyed 

ourselves and have already put our names 
The winning team - Robin, Julie & down for next year’s event. For more infor- 


Cuddles (Charlies asleep in the Dakar) mation see our full story in the next club 
magazine. 


WH Wades, 


x AOR U Wisk Acted 
The South London & Surrey Land Rover Club’s London to Brighton run 2003. 
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Fitting a body lift to a Dakar. 
ROVE Teen 
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Following on from his article on Aus- 
tralian Bush Rangers and Dakar’s featured 
in our last issue, Dave has forwarded his 
collection of extreme Bush Ranger pictures, 
for the down under version of the Crane 
awards, namely the JD Awards”. That's 
John Davis and not Jack Daniels in case you 
were wondering, although we're pretty sure 
Mr. Daniels could well of played a part in 
some of these photos! 

Dave starts his nominations with eve- 


ryone’s favourite and indeed most popular ae f 

category, for the best deep- water, or in es RY, ae a 

some cases, “submarine” driving. ee o ee a ae 
Gea l Laurie Griffiths ‘punching it’. 


would want to be getting out at that point 
to attach a recovery rope. Laurie Griffiths 
(above) is next with “punch it or we’re 
gonna sink” as he launches his tray back 
Bush Ranger through this damp bit of an 
off road course. We are tempted to have 
this picture for a caption competition, with 
suggestions for what wording should bein 
place just above the arrow sign. 

Fourth is Bruce Davis (below) “nearly at 
70” as his Bush Ranger appears to float 
across some rather disgusting looking 
water. The sign reading “70” we assume 
“Ne shouldn’t be here”, you reckon? indicates the depth at this point, rather 


Firstly we have David Dennis (above) than a speed limit! 
with “we shouldn't be here” stirring up the Ah -i w 
contents of this creek during a four- wheel pl sts _ € ae 
drive Jamboree. Second is Dave Maunder — o 
(below) with “Menai Cruising” as his Bushie 
tries desperately to find something firm get 
some traction on, as there is no way you 


Ë 


We reckon this one is actually floating! 


The winner of the deep- water category 
goes to the man for whom these down 
under awards are named after, John Davis 
with “We all live in a green bush- ee”. Any- 
oe Apa» one who drives with water lapping at their 
Menai Cruising. _ nS chest rightly deserves this prize, although 
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We all live in a green Bush- ee 


when your vehicle is this deep we are not 
sure if it is actually classed as diving, rather 
than driving. 

We only have a couple of nominations 
for the best vehicle jump, namely John 
Davis (below) slightly overdoing the power 
on a hill climb and Peter Avery (top right) 
getting seriously airborne. Peter wins the 
best “jump photo” award by a mile, or at 
least 70 feet. In October 1995, he jumped 
his Bushie 70 feet at a local sand dune area 


X 


ST 
KEAS ae x, 


i a E E 
Aiming for the sky. 
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frequented by four- wheel drive enthusiasts 
near Sydney. The result was an awesome 
sight, despite the need of new engine 
mounts upon landing! 


70 footjump. 


The “most effort put into parking” 
category is next and one which Dave him- 
self is trying desperately to win with a col- 
lection of photo’s that show his Bush 
Ranger in both pre and post camo paint 
finishes. 

There must be something satisfying 
for Dakar and Bush Rangie drivers about 
holding down valuable objects such as 
concrete with their vehicles, (see Tom's 
parking attempt in last January’s club 
magazine). We made the assumption these 
items wedged under the front wheels are 
valuable simply due to the amount of effort 
put into securing them, by parking on top 
of them! Here we see (below) one of Dave's 
early parking attempts, holding downa 
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Looks almost like it’ 
valuable tree stump and thena valuable 
lump of concrete. 

Dave's last- ditch attempt at getting 
this award was by parking with his front 
wheel on the bonnet of another car. Now if 
this were a valuable car that Dave’s 
PIO na i on, I'd hate to see a cheap one! 


Blue sky! 

Despite all Dave’s efforts though, our 
winner entry is again from John Davis’ with 
another one of his publicity stunts. This 
attempt at squeezing his Bush Rangie into 
the car park at the Perth 4wd show back in 
1996 wins almost entirely because of the 
close to roll over angle his Bush Ranger has 
achieved. Our photo has been scanned 
from an article in one of the local newspa- 
pers at the time, whose coverage was obvi- 
ously not going to encourage drivers of 
what looks like Lada Niva’s to attend. 

The final category has just one nomi- 
nation as it is simply for the most extreme 
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No parking worries in Perth. 

photo. It comes as no surprise that the 
owner/ driver is again a Mr. John Davis, 
however this is much more of an acciden- 
tal, rather than planned entry. This unfor- 
tunate landing occurred following ajump 
from the top of asand dune on Stockton 
Beach, which is just a few hours north of 
Sydney. It has been captured from the last 
few seconds of an extreme biking video 
called ‘Crusty, Demons of Dirt 3’. 


Whoops. 


The body shell of this vehicle took 
quite a knock from this roll, which was 
caused by the front end of the bushranger 
digging into the soft beach sand as it 
landed. This flipped it over onto the roof, 
finally coming to rest on its side. Inthe 
picture above you can clearly see John still 
strapped into the drivers seat, but with his 
un- restrained right leg thrown outside of 
the vehicle. Definitely a winner of the most 
extreme Dakar/ Bush Ranger photo! 
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An email dropped into my inbox back 
in 1998 from a software developer in the 
US. They were writing a game for the Sony 
Playstation 2 that would feature off road 
racing, and after seeing pictures of the 
Dakar on our web site were very keen to 
have one in their game. Several further 
emails were exchanged, including detailed 
pictures of the Dakar from all angles in 
order for a digital Dakar to be modeled. 
Permission to use the ‘Dakar 4x4’ name in 
the game was granted from Barry Chantler 
and we eagerly awaited news of when the 
game would be available. However, several 
months later the software company 
changed ownership and contact with the 
developer was lost. 


Ú 
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PRESS START BUTTON 


Paris- Dakar for the Sony Playstation 2 


Fast forward now to 2001 and a com- 
pany called Acclaim released a game of the 
Paris Dakar Rally on the Sony PS2 console. 
Being officially licensed by the Paris Dakar 


DAKAR 4x4 


Choose your vehicle. 
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organisation we were not expecting to find 
a Dakar 4x4 within the game. But, hidden 
away from the regular 4x4’s, motor cross 
bikes and quad bikes was a section imagi- 
natively titled ‘buggies’. The first vehicle in 
this section is a left hand drive, 1500kg, 
4.0L V8, Dakar 4x4. 


Selection of Liveries and Colour schemes. 


After selecting the Dakar 4x4 you are 
firstly allowed to choose from a selection of 
Paris Dakar liveries that drape the vehicle in 
various sponsorship stickers, and then 
secondly find a colour scheme to suit your 
taste or match your real life Dakar. 


Suspension & Handling setup. 


With the cosmetics out of the way, the 
handling of the vehicle can now be tuned to 
your driving preference. Options of low, 
medium and high for the Suspension stiff- 
ness, Shock absorbers, Ride height and 
Tyre pressures are selectable. It’s also 
possible to select either a manual or auto- 
matic transmission, both being 4 speeds. 
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Route map for the stage. 

Once the vehicle is setup you can view 
your route map before heading off to the 
starting position. Being a Rally you'll be 
racing against the clock rather than other 
vehicles, so don’t expect a packed for- 
mula- 1 style- starting grid. Although if you 
don’t keep your speed up, Playstation con- 
trolled competitors will catch you up! 

Instrumentation takes the form of a 
rev counter in the bottom right of the 
screen that shows an unhealthy maximum 
of 9000 RPM is obtainable from your 4.0L 
V8. Inset to the gauge is a numeric Speed 
readout in KPH and below that the current 
gear selection is indicated. 


Starting position. 


When all four red start lights extin- 
guish you're free to power off under the 
start gantry as your co- pilot begins shout- 
ing course directions at you. Coloured 
icons in the upper middle of the screen 
back up these verbal directions. Arrows 
indicate course directions and a colour of 
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Green; yellow or Red show the severity of 
the turn from a gentle curve to a hairpin 
bend. Warning triangles indicate obstacles 
such as rock falls, cliff edges or jumps. 


Getting it a bit sideways. 


One of the first things you spot as 
guide your Dakar along the road is that all 
is not right underneath. The Dakar's classic 
Range Rover Live axle arrangement has 
been replaced with all round independent 
suspension. This is especially apparent 
when encountering jumps as both rear 
wheels swing down below the body. Other 
differences in Acclaims implementation of 
the Dakar include alterations to the rear 
bodywork, with a lower spare wheel, longer 
wheel arches and the rear bumper assem- 
bly has been left out altogether. Despite 
these differences, it’s still clearly recognis- 
able as a Dakar. 


Independant Suspension on a Dakar? 


Once underway the handling of the 
Dakar is almost cartoon like, with no at- 
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No rear bumper on this model. 

tempt to try and simulate any real world 
driving characteristics, this goes for all the 
vehicles available in the game, not just the 
Dakar. Top speed is a realistic 150kph 
(93mph), although at this point the Dakar 
becomes almost impossible to keep under 
control, and it’s wheels on the ground. The 
slightest bump is enough to launch the 
Dakar skywards and cornering induces a 
tumble end over end. 


Whoops. 


One nice feature during the race is the 
representation of vehicle damage, with the 
bonnet becoming un- hitched as the first 
sign of problems. Once loose, the bonnet 
will often depart company with the Dakar, 
followed by a wheel or two if you’re not 
careful. Help is at hand though, and it’s 
possible to have the vehicle repaired at the 
press of a button, but you only get a lim- 
ited number of repairs, and each time you 
use it atime penalty is added. 

A choice of views are available to con- 
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trol the vehicle from, the default being sat 
some distance behind and slightly above 
your Dakar. But views from in front of the 
nudge bar and even from the drivers seat 
are also selectable. 


STAGE 1A 06:47:71 
SEMEOAL " 6:47:71 
SALOUM St wakes 
8. 16 PLR @00r83c13 
7 946 @manay 


Deja Vu - Ripped off a front wheel! 


In conclusion, the game play is ac- 
ceptable, but being a couple of years old, it 
is really showing it's age compared to the 
latest Playstation 2 titles. In fact if it wasn’t 
for the novelty value of having the Dakar 
4x4 content, I'd of traded this game in 
along time ago. 


You can sit inside if you prefer. 


The recently released sequel “Dakar 2” 
no longer has our vehicle in it, replaced 
instead by the option to race the off road 
trucks and vehicles that feature in the real 
Paris Dakar event. If you want to test your 
off road rally driving skills give it a try. 

But there’s something about taking 
the digital Dakar for aspin in “Paris Dakar 
Rally” that will always raise a smile! 
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Fiberglass fatigue. 

When we heard that Mark Vickers 
was going to get his Dakar a Makeover, to 
include new doors and roof, body modifi- 
cations and a full re- spray, we decided to 
follow it’s transformation. The following is 
the story as it happened. 

Upon delivery to RDS (Steve Bennet’s 
Dakar dealership) the Dakar was immedi- 
ately stripped down of all it’s accessories 
and initially looked like a Dakar build in 
reverse! The lights and nudge bars were 
removed, together with the steering guard 
and recovery points. Next off were the 
wheel arch extensions and the original 
early Dakar style rear view mirrors, which 
had been bolted to the windscreen pillars. 
Moving to the rear, the spare wheel was 
taken off and after blocking off the fuel 
filler neck, the Range Rover filler cap was 
unbolted. Finally, before taking out the 
windscreen, the wiper arms were removed. 

With all the external accessories re- 


Scoopey doobie doo 
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moved a preparation job that is called ‘Spot 
repairs’ was done. Basically this meant 
filling all the bodywork holes left by items 
that were no longer required, such as the 
rear view mirrors and the old soft- top 
fastenings, as well as repairing damage or 
imperfections. Technically the Dakar’s body 
is classed as being unstressed, as it does 
not add to the vehicles structural integrity, 
however in this case the original build 
process had pulled and distorted the body 
Slightly. The result of stressing the body 
had caused arippling of the fibreglass gel 
coat, which had to be smoothed out prior 
to painting. The body was unbolted from 
the windscreen rail and re- seated; the 
remaining rippling was then sanded out. 
One of Mark’s specifications had been 
for the addition of a bonnet mounted air 
scoop. An aftermarket one was sourced 
and customised to fit with both the subtle 
curve of the Dakar’s Bonnet and with the 
varying thickness of its fiberglass. Bonnet 
pins were then fitted in preference to the 
latch mechanism that was previously fitted. 


Creating a key for the primer | 


The entire surface of the bodywork 
was then prepared in order to both accept 
the two pack paint, and to ensure no im- 
perfections are left. Initially a machine sand 
process was performed using a 120- grit 
(fine) sanding sheet and in many of the 
places where the machine was unable to 
reach due to the angles of the body, this 
was done instead by hand. The job was 
then repeated, but with an extra fine 180- 
grit sheet until the body was perfectly 
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The final job before spraying could 
begin was to clean and seal the paint room. 
The floor was swept and to keep dust to a 
minimum it was lightly covered in water. 
The two- pack primer, which comprises of 
the paint itself and a hardener agent, was 
then mixed and applied in one application 
to the main Dakar body. 


| Y : 


The difference between Toyota Red and 
Radiant Red! 

smooth. In a rather blotchy shade of pink 
the Dakar was now looking extremely sorry 
for it self, but before the primer could be 
applied the new fibreglass A and B posts 
were made and fitted to ensure a snug fit. 
These also had to be given the machine g 
sand treatment and after priming were Masked and primed. 
among the first items to be sprayed in the 
chosen colour of “Radiant Red”, which if 
you are wondering is a Ford colour. 


The body was then machine dry 
sanded with 400 grit sheet before being 
hand flatted down to a final pre- paint fin- 
ish. At last after another dusting down and 
application of water on the floor the two 
pack radiant red was applied. The tricky 
internal 90- degree angles around the side 
sills and at the top of rear wings were 
painted without any problems and the 
whole body was then left for 24 hours to 
allow the paint to harden. To get to the 
final mirror finish the newly painted body 
was hand flatted down to a matt red colour 


All four doors prepared & painted. 


Before the primer could be applied the 
Dakar had to be masked, that is, all areas 
that were not to be painted had to be cov- 
ered over. The masking not only prevents 
over spray, but stops paint from blowing 
back from confined areas contaminated 
with oil or dirt which would then spoil the 
finish of the surrounding area. In all the 
masking took over four hours to complete 
and the resultant Dakar looked like a large, 
half opened Christmas present. Radiant Red? Yup... Sunglasses required! 
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with 1500 grit sheets and then machine 
polished. With the main body done, the 
preparation and spraying process was then 
applied to the bonnet. The result of all the 
preparation work was evident in a fantasti- 
cally smooth and incredibly bright shiny 
surface. 


Even under fluorescent light it’s bright! 


With the external paintwork finished 
and the bonnet back in place a glazier’s 
expertise was called upon to re- fit the 
Dakar’s windscreen and to fit 5mm tinted 
Perspex windows to all four doors. New 
rubbers were used throughout to ensurea 
watertight fit was achieved. To help protect 
the doorsills from scratching some black 
kick strips were purchased from the local 
Ford dealership and stuck on. Worryingly 
they had actually been discontinued but we 
managed to get a set off the shelf from 
their stock room. 


Yi a 3» 
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Growing the original bumper to i 
something a little more intimidating. 
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The front Nudge bar was fitted along 
with the original headlights, indicators, and 
sidelights. New oval indicator repeater 
lights from a Ford were mounted flush in 
the front wings in preference to the previ- 
ous repeaters, which were prone to knocks 
because they stuck out from the wings and 
in fact one was already broken. 

Modifications were made to the rear 
bumper, extending the large tubular pipe 
work out to the full width of the Dakar. A 
second parallel bar of equal diameter was 
then added above it with a contoured gap 
in the middle to accommodate the spare 
wheel, which on Marks Dakar had been 
mounted low to maintain rear visibility. 


Rear of the year? 

A rear roll bar section had to be 
welded to the Dakar’s cage, running be- 
tween the top corners of the rear frames. 
This supports the vinyl roof that does not 
have it’s own support bars attached to it 
like the original soft top has. Thus allowing 
the soft top to be folded up into a manage- 
able size when running open topped. The 
new roll bar section was padded, along 
with the other roll bar sections in prepara- 
tion for a specialist trimmer to finish as 
part of the soft- top production. 

To support both front doors the ‘A- 
post’ that was test fitted earlier during the 
makeover was now aligned with the front 
doors in place and permanently fixed once 
a snug fit was achieved. A bead of black 
Sikaflex was used as the sealing agent 
producing a very neat join between the 
post and the bodywork. ‘B- posts’ are used 
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in asimilar manner to hinge the rear doors 
from and are attached to the main roll over 
hoop. Again, once aligned to allow a snug 
watertight fit, they were permanently 
screwed into position. Specially manufac- 
tured lift- off hinges were then marked in 
position between the doors and their re- 
spective supporting post, then drilled out 
and bolted into place. 

Before being sent to the trimmers for 
the roll bar padding and soft- top roof 
panel to be custom fitted, a few finishing 
touches were added. Britax mirrors re- 
placed the original ones and were mounted 
on the front wings to allow a clear view of 
them through the drivers’ windscreen, 
since the ʻA- posts’ are no longer transpar- 
ent. The original textured wheel arch ex- 
tensions with smoothed out with all the 
hairline cracks repaired. As with a lot of 
these extensions that have been on a vehi- 
cle for a while, the large rear mud flap 
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sections were quite badly damaged. Rather 
than repair something that is obviously a 
weak point a modification was required. An 
angled cut was made and the hole filled 
with fibreglass and smoothed over, all four 
extensions were then sprayed and fitted 
back onto the Dakar. In common with the 
‘A’ and ‘B’ posts, these were bonded to the 
vehicle using a bead of black Sikaflex. A 
pair of Steve’s custom rear mud flaps were 
then fitted on the rear and positioned to 
keep them within the edge of back bumper 
and out of harms way. Should Mark man- 
age to damage these; they will at least bea 
simple and cheaper alternative to replace 
rather than the whole wheel arch. 

Making a custom weatherproof roof 
and covering the roll bar padding took the 
trimmer over a week to complete, but since 
a template was taken from all the materials 
used, future soft tops can now be obtained 
without having to provide a Dakar to meas- 


The finished article stands out against the autumn backdrop. 


ure against. The soft top uses “lift the dot” 
fastenings across the top of the windscreen 
rail and below the rear window. A couple of 
press- studs on the top of the ‘B’ post and 
windscreen are then used to tension the in 
built rain gutters. 

“Big Red” as it has now been chris- 
tened was almost complete. The last panel 
to be fitted was the fiberglass radiator 
grille, which was left in a smooth black 
finish to contrast against the Red. Like all 
the other parts that have been fitted it was 
secured using Stainless steel fasteners. To 
break up the red on the rest of the Dakar 
some identifying livery was added ina 


Side view of the finished ‘Big Red ” 


black font on the sides and rear panels, coloured coded trailer. | could suggest you 

and the infamous www.dakar4x4.co.uk look out for it at some of next year’s shows 

club web page URL stuck to the top of the for acloser look, but that’s not necessary, 

windscreen and across the rear bumper. it’s radiant red finish means you simply 
The finished vehicle is now a very won't be able to miss it. 


distinctive Dakar that even gene it’s own 
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‘Big Red” in full Dakar 4x4 livery 
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Having a CB radio in any off road vehi- 
cle brings you many advantages... Dakars 
might present afew installing problems, 
but nothing that the right advice and kit 
can't sort out! 

This article follows Jon Hudson's up- 
grading of CB rig, aerial and mounting 
method with Jim Aitken, proprietor of 
Communication Eleven, the 4x4 CB special- 
ists (4x4cb.com) showing what CB is and 
what it can do plus some handy tips and 
information for best performance. 

Detailed 4x4 vehicle installation advice 
is included in Communication Eleven's FREE 
4x4CB Radio catalogue and on their 
website, so we wont got into too much 
depth here. Jim is also available during 
work hours if you need specific advice or 
would like suggestions of suitable eguip- 
ment, on : 01737- 245840. 


Why fit a CB? 

CB is becoming essential for laning and 
off- road activities simply because it will 
give you effective communications with 
other CB users (most off- roaders) around 
you. 

If you are all on the same CB channel, 
what is said by one person, is heard by 
everyone, making life much easier for 
greenlaning or offroad site visits, both for 
sharing information and instructions (and 
calling for help and organising recoveries!) 
but also for having a laugh with your 
friends with a bit of banter and a few jokes! 

If you don’t currently have a CB, and 
you go off roading with a local club or visit 
pay- and- play sites, you’re probably miss- 
ing out on quite a lot of fun! 

The range of CB’s will also allow you to 
keep in touch with each other on the 
tarmac too - on the way to and from lanes, 
events, shows, offroad sites and any other 
club outings - even down to organising 
parking at shows. 


Good fun for the club! 


For small clubs and groups like the 
Dakar club - where people already know 
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each other, this can really add a new di- 
mension to things as chatting to your 
friends in other Dakars as you negotiate 
obstacles together is much more fun than 
talking about it later! 

So, what do you need to get set up with 
CB in your Dakar? 

You basically need three things... 

1/ TheCBset itself 

2/ An aerial 

3/ Amount for the aerial, with cable 
to connect it to the set. 


T. BQ ee yy? 
WE AOA ARA 


The basic reguirements 
The CB Set 

The CB itself is basically a metal box 
with controls and display on the front, 
cable connections on the rear, anda 
speaker built into the bottom. 

Modern sets vary in size from about 
the size of the thick paperback book up to 
a bit smaller than a yellow pages directory. 
An excellent choice of set is Jons’ Maycom 
EM27 shown here - a fairly compact yet 
fully featured unit. 

All new sets are supplied complete with 
microphone on a curly connecting lead, a 
power lead for connection to 12v (usually 
about 6’ long) and a mounting bracket for 
the set and another smaller microphone 
holder. They will also come with an owners 
manual / instruction book that will tell you 
what the controls do. 

Given the design and purpose of the 
Dakar, it’s an idea to mount the CB set as 
high as you can - away from potential 
drowning. 
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Tip : If you have the luxury of knowing 
you are going to encounter water that 
might drown your set, along with a couple 
of seconds warning - just disconnect the 
power supply to the CB (many sets have 
pull- out or quick disconnecting power 
leads, or you could add one for this pur- 
pose). 

If your set is submersed, as long as 
you disconnected the power from it be- 
forehand - you might be ok... 

1/ Atthe earliest opportunity, stop 
and “rinse” the set out in clean water (re- 
move the outer case if you can). This is to 
remove any mud, silt etc... 

2/ Dry the set as best you can after 
this. If you’re stopping for a while, find 
somewhere warm under the bonnet to put 
the set to evaporate what you can. Ifthe 


engine bay itself is soaked, open your bon- 


net so that this will evaporate away rather 
than keep the set humid. 

3/ Don’t be tempted to try the set 
again - even if its been drying for afew 
hours, as it will need to be totally dry be- 
fore you connect power again - and this 
will take time... 

4/ When you get home, remove the 
case if not already done and put the set in 
your airing cupboard (hot water tank etc) 
and leave there for ONE WEEK. 

5/ Hopefully after this, you will have 
one working (and clean!) CB. (You may 
need to replace the inline fuse in your 
power lead - if this was left dangling in the 
water, the fuse will have blown to protect 
the wiring.) 


An Aerial 

There are a few things to bear in mind 
when thinking about an aerial... 

Size - generally, the larger, the better 
in terms of range, however, the larger an 
aerial is, the more things it will hit when 
offroad - obviously. 

The two most popular aerials for 
offroad use are the “Springer” and a small 
rubber aerial that Communication Eleven 
import from the USA, the Valor 300. 

The springer is very flexible with a 
large open coil at the bottom, and isa 
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Short Valor 300 fitted out of harms way. 
excellent choice where good performance 
is needed, but where the going would be 
too tough for a normal (solid coiled) CB 
aerial. The full- sized springer is 1.6m 
long. 

The Valor 300 is at the other end of the 
spectrum - a small and very tough aerial - 
Communication Eleven supply it with an 
additional small shock absorbing spring. 
Being smaller, the range will not be any- 
thing like as good as the springer but for 
short- range (1- 2 miles) communications 
it’s very good. 


Both these aerials have the standard 3/ 
8” thread on the bottom so the will screw 
into most standard CB mounts - some 
people alternate between large and small 
aerials depending on what they are doing / 
where they are going at the time. 


Aerial Mount 
This is where most difficulties arise 
with the installation of CBinto a vehicle. 
Not only does the mount hold the 
aerial to the vehicle - it is also there to 
make an earth connection for the aerial. 
Page 18 


It’s not the actual aerial that is connected 
to earth, but the “outer” of the cable - this 
is isolated from the aerial by the plugs and 
separated at the mount. 

Unlike a spotlight for example, this 
earth does not need to make a circuit with 
the battery negative - so if you can simu- 
late this earth, the aerial will still work well. 


Artificial Earth 

Here is a neat item that Communica- 
tion Eleven supply called an “Electronic 
ground Plane” - it can be mounted ona 
bracket as seen here or with just the top 
poking through your bodywork. 

Jon’s aerial bracket comes directly from 
the body of the Dakar so is not giving a 
conventional earth to his old aerial - hence 
it’s very poor (line of site if you’re lucky!) 
performance. 


Zr 


The remarkably compact EGP 


With the EGP in place, the aerial has an 
efficient earth, or “ground plane" as it's 
called and should work much better. 

When a CB aerial is fitted in a “conven- 
tional” vehicle, the earth is often made on 
the underside of the metal panel that the 
mount is screwed to - with the absence of 
many suitable panels, the EGP is a good 
solution. 

You can mount an aerial conventionally 
on a Dakar - places include brackets 
welded to the rollcage, top rear bumper bar 
or bulbar - but this is dependent on your 
bracket making a good connection with the 
vehicle. 

Another way of simulating the earth is 
to run an “earth lead” from the earthin 


EGP Sitting under aerial mount. 

point on the mount down to the chassis of 
the vehicle. This will get the SWR reading 
down (see below) and improve range vastly, 
but it’s best to have the ground plane di- 
rectly underneath the aerial. 


Tuning the aerial by testing the SWR. 


SWR Meter 

Here we see Jon using an SWR meter - 
this shows the amount of power being 
reflected back from the aerial (this would 
be high without an earth). This reading 
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Wired in and fitted centrally on dash. 


should be as low as you can get it, and you 
can adjust the aerials to fine- tune them. 
The SWR reading of an aerial will be 
affected by any metal around it, so ideally 
the aerial should be as far away as possible 
from any of the metalwork of the vehicle. 
It’s vital to have a low SWR (small 
amount of power being reflected back) as 
this power can burn out certain compo- 
nents in the set, which will stop it transmit- 
ting. Although new sets have a 12- month 
guarantee, this does not cover the output 
transistors of the set as setting up and 
tuning the aerial has to be done on the car. 


The rest of the installation 

As mentioned, detailed advice on every 
aspect of installing CBinto an offroad vehi- 
cle can be found in Communication Elev- 
en's free 4x4 CB Radio catalogue, but es- 
sentially the only other things you need to 
doare... 


Power Connection 

Run power from the battery to the set. 
Running straight from the battery as op- 
posed to getting it from a cigarette lighter 
socket or spare fuse means that you will be 
less likely to encounter interference from 
the vehicles electrics, although noise filters 
are available if you do find this. Try to 
run the cable so it is away from the HT 
leads, alternator and cooling fans & fuel 
pump and their supply leads. 


Mounting the set 
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As mentioned, it’s an idea to try to 
prevent the set from getting drowned so 
underseat and transmission tunnel side 
mounting is probably best avoided! 

Jon has mounted his set on the top of 
his dash, providing good protection and 
making the set easy to reach and use. In 
this position, the set may be vulnerable to 
theft, but many sets (the Maycom included) 
can be fairly easily removed by unscrewing 
the side screws a couple of turns and re- 
moving the power, aerial and extension 
Speaker (if used) connections. (One- pull 
quick release brackets similar to pull- out 
car stereos are also available) 


Conclusion 

CB Radio is the ideal communication 
for vehicles such as the Dakar, but a simple 
thing like having no earth for your aerial 
will make it a frustrating waste of time. 

If you already have a CB - don’t put up 
with inferior performance when a bit of 
tweaking and adjustment will make SO 
MUCH difference... if you don’t have one 
yet - fit it right, first time. 

With two Dakars each with a properly 
earthed springer - you should expect an 
average on- the- tarmac range of 3- 6 miles 
and in the woods 1- 4 miles - from high 
ground - much, much more. 

There is a lot of information and hun- 
dreds of products in Communication Elev- 
en’s catalogue and website and the Dakar 
club has negotiated a small discount (they 
claim to be the cheapest by far on most 
items to start with) if you use the voucher 
enclosed. 

Call for a FREE copy of our catalogue - 
the web site does not yet have all of the 
available products on but does feature 
further information and pictures about all 
the products used on Jons Dakar. 


Communication Eleven, 


Tel : 01737- 245840 
Fax : 01737-219717 
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If you require directions, recommendations on places to stay for any of these coming 
events, please let us know & we'll do all we can to assist. 


WRO GRP 
XFS 


Corey’s Mill Beefeater 
Corey’s Mill Lane, 
Stevenage, 

Herts. 

SG1 4AA 


Tel. 01438 351318 


Time to relax and have much merri- 
ment whilst consuming large quantities of 
fermented vegetable extracts! 


co SEAL FA 


Devils Pit, 
Barton- le- clay, 
Bedfordshire. 


A day in the fresh winter outdoors to 
clear away any after effects of last nights 
merriment. Costis £26 per vehicle and on 
site catering is available. 


XAK Rk MRK ed AY 
xk at Pk GEET S 

Tixover Ouarry, 

Tixover, 


Lincolnshire. 


LRO have a couple of play days just 
after the Christmas festivities and before 
the serious drinking for New Years celebra- 
tions start. The gates open at 10am and 
close at 4pm, there's on site catering for 
Bacon Butties, Chips, Hot drinks, etc. Cost 
is £25 per vehicle, but LRO subscribers get 
a 20%discount on the entry price, so don’t 
forget your LRO membership card if you 
have one! Tixover is just off the A47, near 
the A47/A43 Roundabout at Duddington. If 
anyone is interesting in attending, please 
get in touch! 
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The Exhibition Centre, 
Donnington Park race track, 
Castle Donnington, 
Derbyshire. 


We're not having an official club stand 
at this show, but it's a good indoor event 
that helps pass the time before the first of 
our favourite events start in the spring. 


The National Agricultural Centre (NAC), 
Stoneleigh Park, 

Stoneleigh, 

Near Coventry. 


The big kick off event of the year. We 
are trying to arrange access to the on- site 
off road course for our clubs own personal 
amusement. We'll let you know how we get 
on in the new year. 


NO AN 
MERK SE i HIV AAV 
KD AGE 

Billing Aquadrome, 


Great Billing, 
Northampton. 


Telephone 01379 890056 


No Dakar Club stand I'm afraid, we're 
told thare is no space is available for us, 
but a good show and well worth a visit! 
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Old Walden Park 

(Adjacent to the Shuttleworth Collection), 
Biggleswade, 

Bedfordshire. 


Telephone 01869 343666 


This is the roaming National 4x4 event 
run by Tom Mcguigan and was held at 
Stoke in 2003. Coming down south for 
2004 it’s being held in Befordshire. Unfor- 
tunately it clashes with out planned Club 
holiday trip to Wales so we won't be having 
a club stand there. 


Nan “MOH 
eRe D 

Llanerchinda Farm 

Cynghordy, 

Llandovery, 

Wales. 


B&B £25 per person. 
Off roading £15 per vehicle for the week- 
end. 

We've been hearing very good reviews 
from folks that have been back to 
Llanerchinda farm recently and so have 
decided to make it our venue for the 2004 
Club holiday. Nick now has his own private 
off road course as well as marked out maps 
for all the local greenlanes. 
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We've a 15m x15m club stand booked on 
the understanding we are able to fill it and 
so need at least 10 vehicles to attend. As 
an incentive we have been offered free 
camping for six club members, so please 
get in touch as it’s first come first served! 


Normal entrance fee is £10 for adults and 
£6 for children. Family passes are £25 and 
cover 2 adults and 2 children. Advance 
discounted day tickets can be obtained by 
calling 0870 120 1178 and to book a slot 
on the off road course call 01775 768661. 


pe” 


Hampton 
Hargate 
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Multi- coloured car park! 


Once again Baskerville Hall hosted our 
annual club off road holiday. This year we 
had nine Dakar’s, a Range Rover and a 
Landie Trialer, all along for some free 
range roaming of the Welsh hillside behind 
the hall. Exploring what is now becoming 
a familiar hillside soon proved that ru- 
mours about the site being changed with 
the aid of aJCB were wrong. Everything was 
pretty much as we had left it 12 months 
earlier. 

Parking up on the hillside | grabbed 
the Handy- Cam to capture the procession 
of Dakar’s as they passed by, before they 
got split up around the site. However, it 
seemed that the camera! used had some 
kind of (loss of) traction beam and Mick 
Dyer was the first to fall under its control. 
Over the course of nearly half an hour, and 
at the expense of a rear light cluster, rear 
wing, two doors and bumper end cap, Mick 
tried valiantly to follow Tom and drive up 
the heavily rutted track. The final water 
filled bomb hole however was just too 
steep and his exit was eventually made 
courtesy of Tom’s towrope. 

In true off road fashion there was a 
steady stream of vehicles more than willing 
to have ago where Mick’s Rangie had 
failed. Next up to have a go was Sue Mason 
driving FPA 915], but thanks to Mick’s 
efforts polishing the surface of the track, 
even lots of revs couldn’t get enough mo- 
mentum to overcome the lack of traction. 
The side protection bars on Sue &lan’s 
Dakar did however prove their effective- 
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ness, keeping the bodywork of the Dakar 
out of contact with the wall like sides of the 
hole. 

Following immediately after Sue, was 
John & Debbie Morrison in A887 PKR. It 
seemed John had been taking driving les- 
sons from Mick and was applying lots of 
throttle to escape the hole. Fearing for her 
safety and in a bid to escape the flying 
debris being thrown about by the spinning 
tyres, Debbie jumped out the Dakar after 
John’s third attempt. Backing up to geta 
better run up was the key in beating this 
obstacle and with a blast of smoke from 
the exhaust and with all four wheels spin- 
ning on the earth courtesy of clever axle 
differential locks, John finally screamed up 
the bank. 


Track rods connected to the Drag link... 


During all the noise of screaming V8's 
and spinning tyres, the remaining queue of 
Dakar’s had sensibly dispersed, wanting to 
preserve their vehicles intact for a little 
longer. Alas, when everyone converged an 
hour later at the top of the hillside, we 
found lan Mason cursing arather bent 
track rod that wouldn’t release from the 
steering arms. A rather heavy lump ham- 
mer was brought into play and shortly after 
lan emerged with the troublesome track 
rod. Over the next 10 minutes the rod was 
straightened as much as possible by ham- 
mering it, whacking it against tree stumps 
and levering it back into line. 

After this repair induced tea break 
everyone was soon back into the woods 
and eventually congregated back at the 
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BRRRMMM.... BANG...... Bugger!” 
bottom of a rather steep incline, near the 
flooded track. I’m pretty sure that once 
again Tom took the initiative and after 
creeping through the water splash, set 
down the challenge of climbing up the 
middle track on the hillside. 

George and Suzanne were next in line 
and took RDW 999N up following Tom’s 
route. Surprisingly the water splash proved 
just a mild hindrance and very little water 
was Carried up onto the climb. Unexpect- 
edly it was the dry earth further up that 


# 


4 PEET Luv 


Hold on Suz, Suzy hold on! 3 
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very nearly got the better of George’s driv- 
ing, but persistence paid off and he navi- 
gated his way onto firmer ground and 
scrabbled up. 

Reversing through the muddy water to 
line up and follow George’s tracks was FPA 
915], this time with lan at the wheel. Every- 
thing was progressing well until about 
halfway up the slope and the dust being 
thrown up from just the right rear wheel 
indicated something was amiss. Seconds 
later there was aloud bang from the Dakar 
and it began to roll backwards. With the 
engine still running to keep the vacuum 
feed to the brake servo, lan tentatively 
brought the Dakar backwards down the hill 
on its brakes. Whatever had failed it was 
preventing any power getting to the 
wheels. Despite being in gear neither prop 
shaft was turning which indicated a trans- 
mission rather than axle problem and a tow 
back to the car park was required. 

At this point in the afternoon thoughts 
turned to the evening meal we had lined up 
at the Boat Inn a few miles up the road, so 
following lan’s lead everyone made there 
way back to the hotel to freshen up. 

This is the part of the story I’ve been 
dreading and Sunday the 17th of August is 
a date I'd rather forget. Leaving our B&B to 
head towards another days off roading | 
totally misjudged the position of my Dakar 
on the road in relation to a rather sturdy 
stonewall. All | remember at this point is 
loud bang, the steering wheel pulling heav- 
ily to the left and the whole Dakar skewing 
sideways. Both Harry and myself were Ok, 
just a little shaken up; RLE 60R however 
was not so lucky. The front off side tyre 
had clipped the edge of the wall, ripping 
the tyre from the rim, which in turn was 
split in two. Closer investigation showed 
that the Panhard and Track rods had buck- 
led, and the radius arm pushed back on its 
chassis mount by about an inch. 

| hope you'll forgive me for not getting 
a photo at this point - | did consider it 
briefly, but thought it a little insensitive to 
be taking photo’s. Especially after half 
demolishing the B&B's garden wall, pushing 
several of it’s stone blocks into the stream 
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below. My next couple of hours was spent 
swapping the spare wheel, attempting to 
straighten up the steering geometry and 
swearing a lot. The damage to the chassis 
end of the radius arm was too great though 
and | was unable to get the Dakar to steer 
at anything close to a right hand turn. Feel- 
ing frustrated, upset, sore, sad, angry, dirty 
and sweaty | gave up, deciding to salvage 
what I could of the day and go to meet up 
with the remaining Dakar's at Baskerville. 
Catching up with the remaining 
Dakar’s on the hillside it looked like a club 
meeting of the Banana Splits, with the yel- 
low Dakar's of Eliot, Tom and David wind- 
ing their way over to some of the more 
challenging inclines that had been avoided 
the day before. Following in their steps was 
Martin in his roll cage equipped short 
wheelbase Series one trialer. Its perform- 
ance on the course was areal eye opener 
for the rest of us as Martin showed us what 
it was capable of doing. 


Push.... 


The humps and hollows in the mid 
section of the course provided huge 
amounts of fun, with the Dakar’s of both 
Eliot and Dave getting grounded out whilst 
cresting a particularly steep climb. Addi- 
tional ballast in the form of bodies bounc- 
ing on the real nudge bar and pushing back 
was required to un- stick them! As earlier, 
Martin was following on behind and even 
his trialers shorter wheelbase initially 
grounded out, but he was able to reverse 
off under his own power before attempting 
the climb again - aheavier right foot pro- 
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viding the necessary momentum. 

Later after an unsuccessful climb at- 
tempt by Fraser back between some under- 
growth he decided to apply a bit of Martin’s 
logic to the problem by having a bit of a 
run up and using afew more horses. De- 
Spite hitting atree stump and launching 
the passenger side of the Dakar into the 
air, he made it to the top; | just wish I'd 
captured David's face on film! 


Both passenger side wheels in the air! 

On the way back to the car park at the 
end of the day we passed by the water 
splash where Martin just couldn’t resist a 
few runs through it. For his final run 
through he must of wished for a solid 
windscreen rather than the wire mesh his 
trialer was fitted with. The splash thrown 
up went everywhere as several gallons of 
water splash made way the Landy! It really 
cheered me up after my morning’s prob- 
lems to see someone enjoying himself so 
much. 


Giving it some welly! 7 


MAY 
Oe Nog 


events. Although I'm relieved to say the 
Motorcycle stunt driving team wasn’t one 
of them, which is odd considering a couple 
of our Club members recent antics whilst 


ontwo wheels. 


Blue sky! 


I'm not sure if we’d upset someone 
last year at the LRO Peterborough show, 
but this year we were tucked away at the 
back of the showground where we were 
allocated a thin strip of turf to setup home 
for weekend. It was just three Dakar’s wide, 
but we did our best to layout the five 
Dakar’s of Tom Tilley, lan Mcfadyen, Tony 
Graham, Robin & Julie Hook and John 
Morrison and still give folks space to walk 
around them. A sixth Dakar belonging to 
Peter & Rose Radford was also at the show, 
having recently been worked on by the 
experts at Footloose 4x4, who gave it pride 


of place on their company stand. Procession causes quite a stir. 


The first event we were to take part in 
was a procession of the Dakar’s around the 
main arena with a volunteer to provide 
some commentary about them. We ar- 
ranged for Peter & Rose’s Dakar to be 
brought over to join in and were led in 
convoy through the packed showground to 
the arena entrance. Despite the rumbling 
V8's, you'd be surprised at the number of 
people who didn’t realise we were following 
the marshalls and dived across the road in 
front of us as we passed through. Several 

= very nearly found out the hard way how 
Finished! nudge bars got their name. 

The shows organisers from Land When we arrived at the Arena, the 
Rover Owner magazine did an excellent job folks before us were overrunning and while 
of entertaining the public during the week- we waited patiently in line we had a chat 


end with various displays and competi- with the crowds, who were passing us this 
tions. We discovered that all club exhibi- time! Once inside the Arena we parked up 

tors, including ourselves, had been auto- side by side in front of the grandstand and 
matically entered into several of these much to my relief, rather than having to do 
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any commentary, the host simply inter- 
viewed each driver in turn about their 
Dakar, what made it unique and the sort of 
club activities we get up to. After the Inter- 
views we were asked to do a full lap of the 
arena before another meander back 
through the crowds to our club stand. 


Chase me! 


My feeling of relief from having es- 
caped from doing any public speaking was 
short- lived however when an outside 
broadcast crew from the Men & Motors 
television channel collared both John 
Morrison and myself. 

Another arena event that we took part 
in was an interclub driving challenge. A 
nominated driver had to take a 3rd genera- 
tion Range Rover around an obstacle 
course within a set time limit - the chal- 
lenge being to spill as little water as possi- 
ble from its’ roof mounted tank. Tom Tilley 
was volunteered to be our driver and not 
only had to drive the obstacle course, but 

E as SS 


Tip Toe Tom... 
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also put up with the event commentator. 
Despite the fact he had interviewed us all 
just a few hours before, he was convinced 
the Dakar club was some cross Africa safari 
driving club with comments about how this 
course was So different to Crossing the 
Sahara at speed, which we were used to! 
Tom achieved a second place overall with 
only a few inches of water lost, and that 
was mostly due to the logs that had to be 
crossed being wet from the previous driv- 
ers attempts. 

Julie had been busy all weekend doing 
a superb job of polishing several Dakar’s 
on our stand. Her efforts were not in vein 
as KMK 534K was summoned into the 
arena for the results of the best in show 
awards, where it won 1st prize witha 
rather spectacular trophy and a cheque for 
£150 for best- modified vehicle. Robin & 
Julie generously donated their prize money 
to the club Marquee fund for which we are 
very grateful. 

We've already booked a bigger club 
pitch for the 2004 LRO show. Tom’s got to 
have his revenge with the Rangie and Robin 
& Julie have a trophy to defend! 


Champion! 
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SOREL 


As it’s year end the following is asum- 
mary of our clubs accounts for 2003. De- 
tailed statements are available upon re- 
quest. 


OOH KOH TERI 


We've had anew member since our last 
magazine who we'd like to welcome on 
board. 


Description Total Kevin Dempsey 
Ashford, 

2003 Middlesex. 

Subscriptions 408.50 C9 DAK 
(G940 VCR) 

Postage - 76.51 

Stationary -571.72 

Donations 215.91 

Sales Profits 10.00 

Totals 

Funds 634.41 

Expenditure - 648.23 

Balance - 13.82 

Marquee fund 

Donations 363.00 

Event Profits 90.00 

Marquee - 385.83 

Pole Bags - 42.00 

Totals 

Funds 453.00 

Expenditure - 427.83 

Balance 25.17 
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